
PGR INSTITUTION
               100% DENIED - PATENT SURVIVES

5 PGRs have been filed for design patents. Institution has been denied in 3. One is 
pending and one was settled and terminated before institution.

AS OF 10/4/17PGR STATS
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IPR INSTITUTION
      43% GRANTED 

               57% DENIED - PATENT SURVIVES

37 IPRs have been filed for design patents. Institution was denied in 21 and granted in 
16.

IPR FINAL WRITTEN DECISIONS
      80% UNPATENTABLE 

               20% NOT UNPATENTABLE - PATENT SURVIVES

Of the 16 instituted IPRs, there are patents with 10 final written decisions, 8 finding the 
claimed design unpatentable and 2 finding the claimed design not unpatentable. 6 are 
pending.
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US DESIGNATION OF HAGUE INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN REGISTRATION FOR 

GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACES AND ICONS

3,803 International Registrations which 
designate the U.S.

54 (1.4%) designate Locarno Class 14-04 
Screen Displays and Icons

For comparison, 8.5% of regular U.S. design 
patents issued are for 

Screen Displays and Icons

AS OF 10/4/17
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L.G. Electronics filed 12 of the 54 (22%)

80% Received a Refusal (Office action)

almost 1/2 of the 54 have been examined

US DESIGNATION OF HAGUE INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN REGISTRATION FOR 

GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACES AND ICONS
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11 have been allowed, only 5 without any 
Office action

1 patented (after applicant filed response to 
non-final Office action)

Of the 5 without any Office action, all had only 
1 design; U.S. practitioner engaged anyway 

for p-doc filing

US DESIGNATION OF HAGUE INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN REGISTRATION FOR 

GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACES AND ICONS

AS OF 10/4/17

Update on IPR/PGR proceedings involving design patents
Update on Hague registrations for graphical user interfaces (GUIs) and icons designating the U.S.

George Raynal – Chair, USPTO Prosecution & Practice Subcommittee
george.raynal@designlawgroup.com



Of the 54, 48% filed with more than one design

Of 12 applications with only one design, 58% 
received Office action anyway

Restriction Requirement

Objections; 112 and 171 Rejections

US DESIGNATION OF HAGUE INTERNATIONAL 
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GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACES AND ICONS
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